


Describe the Proposed Improvement/Project (generally describe all 
construction/grading/alteration work to be completed): 
Type of Project:                Structure Type:  
We are planning to build a walkout house with attached garage with 
a pool and patio on the lakeside of the house. After having been 
brought to our attention, we have done some measuring and have 
found that we are over the ordinance stated max of 25% impervious 
coverage on our lot. We have discussed with Ben options for us 
and we have agreed to reduce as much as is reasonably feasible to 
still have a decent driveway into the property. Currently before the 
house and pool are even added into the mix we are at 39% 
impervious. So we are knocking off approximately 15% of our 
current impervious surfaces, but then are adding back on the house 
and pool/patio footprint and that is leaving us just under 35% total 
impervious coverage on the lot. That being known is over the 25%, 
we are willing to put a rain garden/depression area oof the end of 
the driveway *where most all of the impervious surfaces will be 
draining to) to mitigate/catch the runoff water and allow it to soak 
into the ground instead of going over the hillside and down into the 
lake. So we are asking for a variance to allow 35% impervious 
coverage on our property. We will also be doing gutters on the 
house and will mitigate this water as well. 

Additional 
Structure Details:
 

Accessory 
Building Details:
 
 

Building Elevation 
Details:
 ()

Lead removal required?  Lead removal performed by:  Lead Abatement License Number:  

Parcel/Lot Information (or attach any previous surveys/scaled drawings of lot dimensions):
Parcel Size  (sq ft or acres):
 

Width of lot at road and rear/shoreline:
 

Depth of Lot at sides:
 

Road frontage is:  
Zoning District:  

Related Variance, Conditional/Interim Use, or Other Special Approval (if applicable – attach documentation):

Granted on (date):  

Grading/Lot Preparation
Project will involve grading/reshaping:
Yes

Within 200 ft of lake/river/wetland?
 

Disturbed areas stabilized within 24 hrs?
 

Purpose of Alteration:  
Amount of soil to be disturbed/exposed temporarily to erosion:
 

Detailed dimensions/amount: 
 

Amount of material to be moved/filled: 
 

Detailed calculation/amount: 
 

Amount of above material that is erodible:
(i.e. Class 5 gravel, topsoil, fill soil, etc.):  

Amount of above material that is non-erodible 
(i.e. boulders, retaining wall block, landscape rock):  

Will project direct more water/runoff 
to a neighboring property, a public 
right of way or water body than 
occurred prior to the project?  

Will the project result in portions of 
the lot being raised or lowered?

How much will the elevation be raised 
or lowered?
 

Describe plan to prevent damage or harm to neighboring property, right of way or water body from project:
 
Describe Temporary Erosion Control Measures to be implemented (check all that apply, identify where on site plan):
 
Describe how vegetation will be re-established (check all that apply):  



 NOTE: Incomplete applications, as determined by the Zoning Administrator, will not be accepted or scheduled for a 
hearing. It is recommended that you work with the Zoning Administrator well before the application deadline to ensure 
that you have all required information so as to avoid delays in the hearing of your application:

Please complete all of the following questions:

1. What type of variance are you requesting?

Building or Impervious Coverage

2. What are you proposing for the property? State nature of request in detail: 

We are planning to build a walkout house with attached garage with a pool and patio on the lakeside of the 
house. After having been brought to our attention, we have done some measuring and have found that we are 
over the ordinance stated max of 25% impervious coverage on our lot. We have discussed with Ben options for 
us and we have agreed to reduce as much as is reasonably feasible to still have a decent driveway into the 
property. Currently before the house and pool are even added into the mix we are at 39% impervious. So we 
are knocking off approximately 15% of our current impervious surfaces, but then are adding back on the 
house and pool/patio footprint and that is leaving us just under 35% total impervious coverage on the lot. That 
being known is over the 25%, we are willing to put a rain garden/depression area oof the end of the driveway 
*where most all of the impervious surfaces will be draining to) to mitigate/catch the runoff water and allow it 
to soak into the ground instead of going over the hillside and down into the lake. So we are asking for a 
variance to allow 35% impervious coverage on our property. We will also be doing gutters on the house and 
will mitigate this water as well. 

3. When do you anticipate beginning and completing the project?

Start Date:  

Completion Date:  

4. Describe why you believe the granting of the variance request would be in harmony with the general purposes and intent 
of the applicable ordinances.   

 

5. Describe why you believe the granting of the variance would be consistent with the Traverse County MN Comprehensive 
Plan. 

 

6. Describe why you feel that your proposal is a reasonable use of the property.

 

7. Describe what factors contributing to the need for a variance were not in your control. Address factors such as the lot 
size or shape, topography, location of existing buildings, sewer systems and wells, and any other factors you feel are 
relevant.

 

8. Describe the character of the area and why your project will not substantially change the character of the neighborhood or 
be a detriment to nearby properties.

 



9. Describe why it is not feasible for your project to meet the minimum requirements of the ordinance. What options did 
you explore that would minimize the variance necessary and why did you determine these were not feasible 
alternatives?

 

10. Discuss what impacts, if any, the requested variance may have on the environmental quality of the area. For any 
potential impacts, how do you intend to eliminate or minimize their effect?

 

11. Flood Insurance Notice: If your variance request involves a request to construct a structure below the base flood 
level, you are hereby notified that this will result in an increased premium rate for flood insurance up to amounts as 
high as 25 for 100 of insurance coverage. Such construction below the base or regional flood level increases risks to 
life and property.

*If you are requesting to construct a structure below the base 
flood level, please initial here that you have read and understand 
the above notice: ___________________

12.  Will the project involve grading or reshaping of the lot?  

 Amount of material to be moved (cubic yards):  ( )

 Describe Temporary Erosion Control Measures:  

 Describe how vegetation will be re-established:   

13. Please include any other comments relating to this request.
 



³
These data are provided on 
an "AS-IS" basis, without 
warranty of any type, 
expressed or implied, including 
but not limited to any warranty 
as to their performance, 
merchantability, or fitness for 
any particular purpose. This map is not a substitute for accurate field surveys or for locating actual property l ines and any adjacent features.
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