
Application/File # _____________________ Date Application Rec’d: 2/10/2020 Fee Collected  __________________________

 (for office use only)

Variance Application
Corinna Township MN

Site Address (E-911#):  Property/Parcel ID Number (see tax statement):

8947 Ingram Ave NW 206021000010
Lake/River Name: Cedar Lake 

Description of Request (be as specific as possible – dimensions, height, # bedrooms, etc.): 
Replacing Existing Decks with New Re-designed Decks that will reduce impervious hardcover.   
Replace the existing asphalt driveway with a new layout that will reduce impervious hardcover.  
Installation of permeable pavers for a patio and walkways to replace some of the impervious decks & 
walkways.  Installation of planting beds for more screening between the neighboring properties & to 
use plantings with deeper root systems that aid in absorbing water runoff. Install Native Plantings on 
the slope to help control erosion of the steep slope, to filter the water runoff and to provide wildlife 
habitat. The native plantings will help screen the proposed boulder retaining walls and enhance the 
beauty of the lot view from the lake. Install Boulder Walls to allow the steep slope to be more 
accessible so that the native plantings can be maintained. The walls will also aid in the erosion of 
the slope by slowing the water runoff with the plantings & mulched beds, the walls also help to 
support the stairway. Install 3' wide stone steps down the slope to provide safe access to the lake for 
the owner.  The switchback design of the steps helps slow water runoff and isn't as noticeable as a 
straight stairway. A hand rail for the stairway will be installed for safety. Repair of all disturbed lawn 
areas with seed and erosion control blanket where needed.  

Property Owner:
Name: Susan K Shellberg Trust Susan Shellberg
Mailing Address: 4655 Cottonwood LN N, Plymouth, Minnesota 55442-2902

Preferred Phone:
(763) 355-4690

Secondary Phone:
(612) 245-0736

Email:
shellberg4655@comcast.net

Primary Applicant Info (if different from property owner):
Applicant Is: Individual(s)
   Susan & Jeff Shellberg 4655 Cottonwood LN N, Plymouth, Minnesota 55442-2902
Preferred Phone:
(763) 355-4690

Secondary Phone:
(612) 245-0736

Email:
shellberg4655@comcast.net

Other Applicants (if applicable):

Was there already a public hearing (i.e. variance, conditional use permit, etc.) related to your current 
application?  Date of previous public hearing:  

Signature of Applicant*: Date:

Signature of Title Holder*: Date:

* By signing, the applicant or agent hereby makes application for a permit to construct as herein specified, agreeing to do all such work in strict accordance with all 
Corinna Township MN and other applicable ordinances or federal and state laws. Applicant or agent agrees that site plan, sketches, and other attachments submitted 



 NOTE: Incomplete applications, as determined by the Zoning Administrator, will not be accepted or scheduled for a 
hearing. It is recommended that you work with the Zoning Administrator well before the application deadline to ensure 
that you have all required information so as to avoid delays in the hearing of your application:

Please complete all of the following questions:

1. What type of variance are you requesting?

Building or Impervious Coverage

2. What are you proposing for the property? State nature of request in detail: 

Replacing Existing Decks with New Re-designed Decks that will reduce impervious hardcover.  
Replace the existing asphalt driveway with a new layout that will reduce impervious hardcover. 
Installation of permeable pavers for a patio and walkways to replace some of the impervious decks & 
walkways. 
Installation of planting beds for more screening between the neighboring properties & to use plantings with 
deeper root systems that aid in absorbing water runoff.
Install Native Plantings on the slope to help control erosion of the steep slope, to filter the water runoff and to 
provide wildlife habitat. The native plantings will help screen the proposed boulder retaining walls and 
enhance the beauty of the lot view from the lake.
Install Boulder Walls to allow the steep slope to be more accessible so that the native plantings can be 
maintained. The walls will also aid in the erosion of the slope by slowing the water runoff with the plantings & 
mulched beds, the walls also help to support the stairway.
Install 3' wide stone steps down the slope to provide safe access to the lake for the owner.  The switchback 
design of the steps helps slow water runoff and isn't as noticeable as a straight stairway. A hand rail for the 
stairway will be installed for safety.
Repair of all disturbed lawn areas with seed and erosion control blanket where needed.

3. When do you anticipate beginning and completing the project?

Start Date: 5/25/2020

Completion Date: 6/26/2020

4. Describe why you believe the granting of the variance request would be in harmony with the general purposes and intent 
of the applicable ordinances.   

The overall effect of the project will reduce the impervious surface total over 2% and still provide the 
homeowner with safe access to their shore land. By reducing the existing impervious surfaces and planting a 
native grass & wildflower community that can be accessed so that it is well maintained, the project will reduce 
runoff into the lake. The project will help preserve the ecosystem of the lake, a natural resource.  The 
landscape plantings will aid in conserving the natural and scenic beauty of the community.  The proposed 
project will update and enhance the aesthetic appearance of the property which will add to the property value 
and is be a benefit to the community.

5. Describe why you believe the granting of the variance would be consistent with the Corinna Township MN 
Comprehensive Plan. 

The overall objective of our proposed plan is to reduce the impervious surfaces of the lot and direct the water 
runoff into permeable pavers, rain gardens, mulched plantings, and native grasses & wildflowers. These 
measures will slow the velocity and filter the water before it enters the lake. Installing drain-tiling behind the 
walls and rock drainage channels along the beds and stairs will enable us to direct the water appropriately and 
help prevent erosion of the slope.  Planting & maintaining native plant communities on the slope will also aid in 
the shoreland water quality, their deep root systems trap and use nutrients found in the runoff or in the soil 



profile, which would otherwise degrade the shoreland water quality if they were not removed. By 
implementing our plan, we will help preserve a natural resource & its ecosystem.

6. Describe why you feel that your proposal is a reasonable use of the property.

Our proposed project will be more consistent with the goals of the Townships Comprehensive Plan than the 
existing conditions are currently.  The lot is currently at 32.07% impervious coverage, the proposed project 
allows the homeowner to show good faith by improving compliance levels, the proposed plan will reduce of the 
current impervious surfaces by 2.10% while still allowing them some outdoor living space and a safe access to 
the lake shore. The steep slope requires a safe access to the lake.

7. Describe what factors contributing to the need for a variance were not in your control. Address factors such as the lot 
size or shape, topography, location of existing buildings, sewer systems and wells, and any other factors you feel are 
relevant.

The size of the lot and the size & layout of the existing home.  Both entrances of the home are elevated off the 
ground level so there must be decks in order to access the doors.  The main entrance to the home is actually on 
the side of the home, making it the only way to access the home from the driveway if the garage is not open. We 
also feel it is a safer option to have the side deck still go all the way to the back entrance of the home as well.  
The home was purchased with the existing decks, which are now in need of replacement, the homeowner is 
willing to reduce the size of them but they are still needed for access to the home and for a small outdoor living 
area.  The steep slope makes it difficult for the homeowner to maintain the hillside, which is why we are 
proposing the retaining walls, as well as aiding in the water runoff velocity.

8. Describe the character of the area and why your project will not substantially change the character of the neighborhood or 
be a detriment to nearby properties.

The proposed design will serve to improve the appearance and functionality of the property, thus aiding in the 
aesthetics and value of the community as a whole.

9. Describe why it is not feasible for your project to meet the minimum requirements of the ordinance. What options did 
you explore that would minimize the variance necessary and why did you determine these were not feasible 
alternatives?

We explored ways to reduce the impervious surfaces by reducing the asphalt driveway size and the current 
deck layout as much as possible. Because of the size of the lot and the existing home layout, which was built 
before the current requirements, it is difficult to reduce the size of the impervious surfaces. The new layout of 
the driveway and the decks does propose a reduction of 241 sf, which is quite substantial for this lot.

10. Discuss what impacts, if any, the requested variance may have on the environmental quality of the area. For any 
potential impacts, how do you intend to eliminate or minimize their effect?

We do not feel there will be negative or potential impacts on the lake environment.

11. Flood Insurance Notice: If your variance request involves a request to construct a structure below the base flood 
level, you are hereby notified that this will result in an increased premium rate for flood insurance up to amounts as 
high as 25 for 100 of insurance coverage. Such construction below the base or regional flood level increases risks to 
life and property.

*If you are requesting to construct a structure below the base 
flood level, please initial here that you have read and understand 
the above notice: ___________________

12.  Will the project involve grading or reshaping of the lot? Yes

 Amount of material to be moved (cubic yards): 47(11 to 49 cubic yards)



 Describe Temporary Erosion Control Measures: Silt Fencing & Erosion Control Blanket

 Describe how vegetation will be re-established:  Seeding, Plantings & Mulch

13. Please include any other comments relating to this request.

With only the best intentions, we are asking for a variance to make necessary improvements to our property 
which allow us to safely and comfortably enjoy our lake home.  We are very conscious of  the importance of 
doing everything in our power to promote the water quality of our lake and the ecosystem that will thrive if we 
take measures to protect it. Therefore, our goal is to improve our property while preserving our natural 
resources and ultimately providing scenic beauty and aesthetic values to Cedar Lake.



General Project Information:

Est. Project Cost:  Pre-1978: No Lead to be Removed By:  Lead License:  
Project Start Date: 5/25/2020 Project Completion Date: 6/26/2020

Contractors:
Type Company Name/Main Contact Phone Email

Other Comments:
With only the best intentions, we are asking for a variance to make necessary improvements to our property which 
allow us to safely and comfortably enjoy our lake home.  We are very conscious of  the importance of doing 
everything in our power to promote the water quality of our lake and the ecosystem that will thrive if we take 
measures to protect it. Therefore, our goal is to improve our property while preserving our natural resources and 
ultimately providing scenic beauty and aesthetic values to Cedar Lake.

Grading/Lot Preparation

Will the project expose soil to potential erosion (circle one)?: Yes

Area to be exposed: 401 to 5,000 square feet Detailed estimate of area to be exposed: 
4200

Within 200 ft of water?: Yes Stabilized within 24 hours?: No

Width: 2 Length: 250 Depth: 2.5

Will the project expose soil to potential erosion (circle one)?     Yes

Purpose of alteration: Retaining Walls

Amount of material moved: 11 to 49 cubic yards Detailed estimate of material moved: 47

Above amount that is erodible: 47 Above amount that is non-erodible: 0

If yes, describe temporary erosion control measures 
(e.g. silt fence, erosion control blanket, etc.):

Silt Fencing & Erosion Control Blanket

If yes, describe how disturbed area will be 
stabilized permanently (e.g. sod, seed 
disturbed area, hydroseed, permanent 
fixture such as patio, steps, etc.):  

Seeding, Plantings & Mulch

Will you be installing some kind of permanent stormwtaer management 
practice on your property with this project?  

Describe permanent Stormwater 
Management Practice:
 

Will the exposed soil/excavation/grading be within a shore or bluff impact zone?: Yes

Will the project be likely to direct more water/runoff to a neighboring property, a public right of way or water body 
than occurred previously?: No

What will you be doing to prevent additional water from affecting the neighboring property, right of way or water 
body?:  



Wright County, MN

Developed by

Parcel ID 206021000010

Sec/Twp/Rng 22-121-027

Property Address 8947 INGRAM AVE NW

ANNANDALE

Alternate ID n/a

Class 151 - SEASONAL RES REC

Acreage n/a

Owner Address SUSAN K SHELLBERG TRUST 

10245 57TH AVE N 

PLYMOUTH, MN 55442

District 2202 TOWN OF CORINNA 876 W

Brief Tax Description Sect-22 Twp-121 Range-027 CEDAR LAKE BEACH Lot-001 LOT 1 & N1/2OF LOT 2

(Note: Not to be used on legal documents)

Date created: 2/14/2020
Last Data Uploaded: 2/14/2020 4:51:40 AM

74 ft

Overview







 

8740 77th Street NE  Otsego, MN  55362

Ideal for dry (xeric) or sandy sites, or where shorter species are desired.  Height 2-3'

Scientific Name Common Name
% of 
Mix

Seeds/ 
Sq Ft

PLS 
lbs/ac

Bloom 
Season

Grasses: Bouteloua curtipendula Side-Oats Grama 29.00 12.72 3.48
Bouteloua gracilis Blue Grama 5.00 8.82 0.60
Bromus kalmii Prairie Brome 4.00 1.41 0.48
Elymus trachycaulus Slender Wheat Grass 6.00 1.82 0.72
Koeleria macrantha Junegrass 1.00 7.71 0.12
Schizachyrium scoparium Little Bluestem 22.00 14.55 2.64
Sporobolus compositus Rough Dropseed 1.00 1.32 0.12
Sporobolus heterolepis Prairie Dropseed 1.00 0.71 0.12

Sedges/Rushes: Carex bicknellii Bicknell's Sedge 1.00 0.75 0.12

Forbs: Achillea millefolium Yarrow 0.15 1.16 0.02 Summer
Agastache foeniculum Fragrant Giant Hyssop 0.15 0.60 0.02 Summer
Allium stellatum Prairie Onion 0.50 0.24 0.06 Summer
Amorpha canescens Leadplant 2.00 1.41 0.24 Summer
Asclepias syriaca Common Milkweed 1.50 0.26 0.18 Summer
Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly Milkweed 1.25 0.24 0.15 Summer
Chamaecrista fasciculata Partridge Pea 6.00 0.71 0.72 Fall
Coreopsis palmata Prairie Coreopsis 0.15 0.07 0.02 Summer
Dalea candida White Prairie Clover 4.00 3.35 0.48 Summer
Dalea purpurea Purple Prairie Clover 6.75 4.46 0.81 Summer
Echinacea angustifolia Narrow-leaved Coneflower 0.25 0.08 0.03 Summer
Helianthus pauciflorus Stiff Sunflower 0.25 0.04 0.03 Fall
Lespedeza capitata Round-headed Bushclover 1.00 0.35 0.12 Summer
Liatris aspera Rough Blazing Star 0.25 0.18 0.03 Summer
Penstemon grandiflorus Showy Penstemon 0.50 0.31 0.06 Spring
Potentilla arguta Prairie Cinquefoil 0.15 1.52 0.02 Summer
Ratibida columnifera Long-Headed Coneflower 1.25 2.31 0.15 Summer
Rudbeckia hirta Black Eyed Susan 1.50 6.08 0.18 Summer
Solidago nemoralis Gray Goldenrod 0.25 3.31 0.03 Fall
Solidago rigida Stiff Goldenrod 0.40 0.72 0.05 Fall
Symphyotrichum laeve Smooth Blue Aster 0.25 0.61 0.03 Fall
Symphyotrichum oolentangiense Sky Blue Aster 0.60 2.12 0.07 Fall
Tradescantia bracteata Prairie Spiderwort 0.15 0.07 0.02 Spring
Verbena stricta Hoary Vervain 0.50 0.62 0.06 Summer
Zizia aptera Heart-leaf Golden Alexanders 0.25 0.13 0.03 Spring

100.00 80.75 12.00
Seeds/sq ft: 81.00
Grass Species: 8
Sedges/Rush Sp: 1
Forb Species: 25

MNL Upland Dry Prairie Mix
Shortgrass

Seed mixes are subject to change based on availability



Project : Shellberg
Address : 8947 Ingram Ave NW Annandale, MN 55302

Description Time Expected

Deck & Wood Stairs 1 Week

Boulder Retaining Walls 1 Week 

Bituminous Driveway 2 Days

Stone Steps 2 Days

Planting Beds, Rock & Mulch 1 Week 

Permeable Paver Patio & Landings 1 Week 

Seeding of Lawn & Native Plantings 2 Days 

Description of Expected Timeline for Proposed Work
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