
 
Application/File # _____________________ Date Application Rec'd: Sep 22 2019 Fee Collected $ __________________________ 

 (for office use only) 

VARIANCE APPLICATION 
CORINNA TOWNSHIP MN 

 

Site Address (E-911#):  Corinna Township Property/Parcel ID Number (see tax statement): 

9639 KEATS AVENUE NW 206031000250 

Lake/River Name: CLEARWATER LAKE   
 

Description of Request (be as specific as possible – dimensions, height, # bedrooms, etc.):  

  
A WOODEN/DECKING MATERIAL LANDING AND WALKWAY BETWEEN TWO SETS OF STAIRS, IN 
ORDER TO GET DOWN TO THE LAKE. THE LANDING IS 6 FEET BY 15.5 FEET. 
 

 

Property Owner: 

Name:  KELLY AND TONY OJEDA   

Mailing 
Address:  

11095 21ST ST NE   
ST. MICHAEL, MN 55376 

Preferred Phone: 
(320) 333-3509 

Secondary Phone: 
(763) 515-3702 

Email: 

KELLYJOWHEELER@HOTMAIL.COM 

 

Primary Applicant Info (if different from property owner): 

Applicant Is: SAME AS LEGAL OWNER 
     

, ,   

Preferred Phone: 
 

Secondary Phone: 
 

Email: 
 

 

Other Applicants (if applicable): 
   

 ,   

   

   

Was there already a public hearing (i.e. variance, conditional use permit, etc.) related to your current application? 
 Date of previous public hearing:  
 

I would like to sign my application: Electronically. Receive an email invite at the address already entered to sign your application with a digital signature. 

 

Signature of Applicant*:                                                                Date:                                                                                                                     
 

 

Signature of Title Holder*:                                                            Date:                                                                                                                 

 
 
* By signing, the applicant or agent hereby makes application for a permit to construct as herein specified, agreeing to do all such work in strict accordance with all Corinna 
Township and other applicable ordinances or federal and state laws. Applicant or agent agrees that site plan, sketches, and other attachments submitted herewith and which 
are approved by the Corinna Township Zoning Administrator are true and accurate, and shall become part of the permit. Applicant or agent agrees that, in making said 
application for a permit, applicant grants permission to Corinna Township's designated zoning or building inspection officials, at reasonable times during the application 
process and thereafter, to enter applicant's premises covered by said permit, to determine the feasibility of granting said permit or for compliance of that permit with any 
applicable local, state, or federal ordinances or statutes. Applicant or agent understands that it is applicant's sole responsibility to contact any other federal, state, county or 
local agencies to make sure applicant has complied with all relevant Municipal, State, Federal or other applicable laws concerning applicant's project described above. 

 

  

09/22/2019



NOTE: Incomplete applications, as determined by the Zoning Administrator, will not be accepted or scheduled for a hearing. It is 
recommended that you work with the Zoning Administrator well before the application deadline to ensure that you have all required 
information so as to avoid delays in the hearing of your application: 
 

Please complete all of the following questions: 
 
1. What type of variance are you requesting? 

Other 

2. What are you proposing for the property? State nature of request in detail:  

A wooden/decking material landing and walkway between two sets of stairs, in order to get down to the 
lake. The landing is 6 feet by 15.5 feet. 

3. When do you anticipate beginning and completing the project? 

Start Date: 2018-07-18 

Completion Date: 2018-08-22 

4. Describe why you believe the granting of the variance request would be in harmony with the general purposes and 
intent of the applicable ordinances.    

 

5. Describe why you believe the granting of the variance would be consistent with the Corinna Township 
Comprehensive Plan.  

 

6. Describe why you feel that your proposal is a reasonable use of the property. 

When we purchased the cabin, we could not get down to the water. Stairs needed to be built and we 
learned that we could not build a large deck, as we had hoped when we purchased. What we created was 
a walkway with enough room to sit, especially for the older people who come to our cabin, so that they 
can reasonably come down to the water. The hill is very steep and allowing for a space to talk a break on 
the way down is needed. 

7. Describe what factors contributing to the need for a variance were not in your control. Address factors such as 
the lot size or shape, topography, location of existing buildings, sewer systems and wells, and any other factors 
you feel are relevant. 

Having a space to sit down by the water was a priority for us in the purchase of a cabin. The market was 
"hot" and if we didn't put in an offer in the first 24-hours after listing, we wouldn't have gotten it. So, 
there was not time to go through a process of learning about the ordinances and variance process. Had 
we known we couldn't create a space to enjoy being close to the water, we wouldn't have purchased this 
cabin. Further, we have made a point to leave the hillside natural and feel that we have not compromised 
that at all. 

8. Describe the character of the area and why your project will not substantially change the character of the 
neighborhood or be a detriment to nearby properties. 

Our project is a huge improvement to our property and the view of our neighbors. Previously, there were 
broken granite stairs, overgrown shrubs, and no safe way to access the lake. It was full of garbage and 
debris. The work we have done significantly improves the character of the area. 

9. Describe why it is not feasible for your project to meet the minimum requirements of the ordinance. What options 
did you explore that would minimize the variance necessary and why did you determine these were not feasible 
alternatives? 



Only having stairs and walkways does not allow for a space to take a break (for our elderly family 
members) nor does it allow for a space to enjoy the lake view. We explored creating a beach or a paved 
area, but learned that both of those would mean we needed to change the lake shore which can't be 
done. 

10. Discuss what impacts, if any, the requested variance may have on the environmental quality of the area. For any 
potential impacts, how do you intend to eliminate or minimize their effect? 

There is no negative impact. We continue to plant deep rooted plants on the bluff in order to keep the 
hill in place. We have made an effort to keep the bluff as natural as possible. We built the new stairs and 
walkway where the old and unusable path was , as to not to disrupt the hillside any further. 

11. Flood Insurance Notice: If your variance request involves a request to construct a structure below the base 
flood level, you are hereby notified that this will result in an increased premium rate for flood insurance up to 
amounts as high as $25 for $100 of insurance coverage. Such construction below the base or regional flood level 
increases risks to life and property. 
 

*If you are requesting to construct a structure below the 
base flood level, please initial here that you have read and 
understand the above notice:  ___________________ 

 
12.  Will the project involve grading or reshaping of the lot?  

 Amount of material to be moved (cubic yards):  

 Describe Temporary Erosion Control Measures:  

 Describe how vegetation will be re-established:   
 
13. Please include any other comments relating to this request. 

 

 

  



General Structure Information: 

Adding 
Bedroom(s): 

 Total Bedrooms 
(Existing+New): 

 New 
Floor: 

 Est. 
Project 
Cost: 

 

Demolition:  Pre-1978:  Lead 
License: 

   

 
When do you anticipate beginning and completing the project? 

 
Start Date: 2018-07-18     Completion Date: 2018-08-22 

 
Contractors: 

Type Company Name/Main Contact Phone Email 
  

 
  

  
 

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

Other Comments: 
 

 
 
  



Grading/Lot Preparation 
 

Will the project expose soil to potential erosion (circle one)?:  

Area to be exposed:  Detailed estimate of area to be exposed:  

Within 200 ft of water?:  Stabilized within 24 hours?:  

Width:  Length:  Depth:  

Will the project expose soil to potential erosion (circle one)?      

Purpose of alteration:  

Amount of material moved:  Detailed estimate of material moved:  

Above amount that is erodible:  Above amount that is non-erodible:  

If yes, describe temporary erosion control measures  
(e.g. silt fence, erosion control blanket, etc.): 

 

 

If yes, describe how disturbed area will be stabilized 
permanently (e.g. sod, seed disturbed area, hydroseed, 
permanent fixture such as patio, steps, etc.):   

 

 
Will you be installing some kind of permanent 
stormwater management practice on your property with 
this project?  

Describe permanent Stormwater Management Practice: 
 

Will the exposed soil/excavation/grading be within a shore or bluff impact zone?:  
Will the project be likely to direct more water/runoff to a neighboring property, a public right of way or water body 
than occurred previously?: NO 
What will you be doing to prevent additional water from affecting the neighboring property, right of way or water 
body?:  

 
 



Wright County, MN

Parcel ID 206031000250

Sec/Twp/Rng 16-121-027

Property Address 9639 KEATS AVE NW

ANNANDALE

Alternate ID n/a

Class 151 - SEASONAL RES REC

Acreage n/a

Owner Address OJEDA,ANTHONY C & KELLY J 

11095 21ST ST NE 

ST MICHAEL, MN 55376

District 2202 TOWN OF CORINNA 876 W

Brief Tax Description Sect-16 Twp-121 Range-027 CLEARWATER BEACH Lot-025

(Note: Not to be used on legal documents)

62 ft

Overview



2011 aerial photo

05/04/2011



Ben Oleson
Call Out
Staff measurements from before the October 2019 meeting indicated this width was only 6 feet. Applicant states that the 7.5 ft measurement was done with heavy snow cover on the stairway and that intent is to leave what is already built.

Ben Oleson
Text Box
Drawing provided by applicant on 2/10/2020, indicating the existing landing dimensions.
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