MEMO
Date: September 14, 2012
To:

Alexandria Town Board

From: Ben Oleson, Hometown Planning
Zoning Administrator, Alexandria Township
Re:

Zoning Administrator’s Report

The Planning Commission held its regular meeting on Monday August 27, 2012. There were no
public hearings. The Planning Commission held some initial discussions on beginning the
update of the Comprehensive Plan by reviewing the existing plan for obvious areas where
updates might be needed.
There were also two other issues that I would like to bring before the Town Board for
discussion. These are:
1. An update on issues related to Jack’s Family Recycling Center.
2. A short summary of the need for the Township to update its Septic System ordinance to
come into compliance with recent changes to state rules.
Comprehensive Plan Discussion
Most of the discussion regarding the Comprehensive Plan was tabled until the September 24
meeting so that a full Planning Commission could be in attendance. However, with one
Commission member recently requesting a leave of absence there will not be a full Commission
for at least the next several months. Staff and the Commission would like the Board’s thoughts
on whether the Commission should proceed with discussions on updating the Comprehenisve
Plan or wait.
The Commission did hold some very preliminary discussions on a Plan update at the August
meeting. The primary question that came out of the discussion was for the Town Board. The
Commission requested that the Town Board review the current vision statement contained
within the Comprehensive Plan and determine if there was any major shifts in policy or
circumstances that s should be reflected in any updates to that statement. The Commission
wanted to ensure it knew of any such issues before it delved too deeply into the plan.
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Septic System Ordinance Update
In the past several years, the MN Pollution Control Agency has been working on a significant
update to the state’s septic system rules. Counties were given a limited time frame in which to
update their own local rules to be consistent with the new state rules. Townships and cities
were then given up to one year from the amendments to their County’s rules to update their
own.
Douglas County updated their septic system rules on April 24, 2012 of this year and made them
effective on August 1, 2012. Thus, the Township must update its rules accordingly no later than
April 24, 2013.
Staff will be discussing this with the Planning Commission at their September meeting and then
planning to schedule a public hearing for the Commission’s October meeting. The Town Board
would then need to act on any recommendation from the Commission.
Jack’s Family Recycling
The Township has received several written complaints recently regarding Jack’s Family
Recycling Center and its handling of certain electronic materials. A copy of those complaints
and some photos taken in the past by staff are attached.

***********************************************************************************
If you have questions or concerns on the items in this report or any other issues, please do not
hesitate to contact us. You can reach me by email at oleson@hometownplanning.com or by
phone at 888-439-9793.
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