
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMO 

Date: July 31, 2018 

To: Alexandria Town Board 

From: Ben Oleson, Hometown Planning 
 Zoning Administrator, Alexandria Township 

Re: Zoning Administrator’s Report 
 

Dear Town Board Members: 

The Planning Commission held its regular meeting on July 23, 2018.  There were three public hearings 
held and the Planning Commission is passing on their recommendation to the Town Board in relation 
to these applications. One of the public hearings was in relation to proposed ordinance amendments 
relating to vacation rentals as well as to accessory buildings. 

Attachments, drawings and photos related to the application is available at: 
www.hometownplanning.com. Public comments (if any) are also at the same location. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING #1 

Application: Interim Use Request to allow a temporary second dwelling while constructing a 
new home in a Residential Shoreland District.   

Applicant: Scott Dirck 

Property Owner: Dirck Holdings LLC  

 

� Proposal: The applicants are proposing to continue making use of the existing dwelling on the 
property as a dwelling while they are constructing their new home on the property. The existing 
home was originally constructed prior to Douglas County zoning regulations and does not 
currently meet bluff setback requirements. The existing home is non-winterized and not suitable for 
year-round living. The new home would be constructed so as to meet bluff and other setback 
requirements. 

The applicant has begun construction of the new home with an approved permit that allows them 
to begin construction, but not begin living in the home until this interim use permit is granted or 
until the existing home is torn down or otherwise rendered unlivable. 

� Location: 
1. Property address: 2506 LE HOMME DIEU HTS NE,  
2. Sec/Twp/Range: 9-128-37 
3. Parcel number(s): 03-1123-000  
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� Zoning:  UR Urban Residential/ RS Residential Shoreland, Le Homme Dieu Lake (General 
Development lake) 

 

Planning Commission Recommendation: Based on the findings of fact and discussion listed elsewhere 
in this report, the Planning Commission, on unanimous vote, recommends approval of the requested 
application, with the following conditions of approval: 

1. That the existing dwelling must be demolished and removed from the property within 30 days 
of when the new home is substantially completed and livable or no later than April 15, 2019. 

2. Erosion and sedimentation control measures must be installed and maintained until the 
construction areas have been stabilized. These shall include at a minimum silt fences between 
any areas of disturbance (if there will be any) and the lake as well as to any neighboring 
properties which are downslope of the disturbed areas. Once disturbed areas are no longer 
being used for construction purposes, these shall be covered with mulch, erosion control 
blankets, hydroseed or other forms of temporary cover until vegetation is re-established. 

 

Town Board Direction: The Town Board can accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission, 
render a modified decision on the application, or send the request back to the Planning Commission for 
further review if additional information is needed. 
 

Proposed Findings of Fact: The following findings of fact are presented by Staff for consideration by 
the Town Board, as recommended by the Planning Commission: 
 

1. The use will not create an excessive burden on existing parks, schools, streets and other 
public facilities and utilities which serve or are proposed to serve the area:  

Yes. No additional burden on parks or schools would be expected as the presence of two 
dwellings on the property would be temporary and only one would be lived in at a time. 

2. The use will be sufficiently compatible or separated by distance or screening from 
adjacent agricultural or residentially zoned or used land so that existing homes will not 
be depreciated in value and there will be no deterrence to development of vacant land:  

Yes. The property abuts residentially-zoned property on both sides and while these 
homes are located within close proximity, the presence of two dwellings on the property 
would be very temporary. 

3. The structure and site shall have an appearance that will not have an adverse effect upon 
adjacent residential properties:  

Yes. While the site will potentially have a negative appearance, it will be for a very 
temporary period of time. 

4. The use in the opinion of the Town Board is reasonably related to the overall needs of the 
Township and to the existing land use:  

Yes. The Township has a general desire to support the improvement of properties that 
increase the taxable property value and attractiveness of the community. The Township 
also has an interest in bringing properties and buildings that were previously 
nonconforming into conformance with current regulations, which this proposal would 
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do. 

5. The use is consistent with the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance and the purposes of the 
zoning district in which the applicant intends to located the proposed use:  

Yes. The area of the proposed development has been zoned as “Urban Residential 
(UR)”: 

The Urban Residential district is intended to provide opportunities for urban 
density (two to three dwelling units per acre) residential development in areas 
that are most readily served by urban infrastructure and services. Areas chosen 
for this district are within existing or planned public sewer district service areas. 
Proposed residential developments that would create oversized lots would be 
reviewed to facilitate an efficient and orderly transition to urban densities at a 
future date should landowners choose to do so. 

The use of the property is, and would remain, single-family residential. The use of the 
property for two dwellings would be temporary in nature. 

6. The use is in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan of the Township:  

Yes. The area of the proposed development has been identified in the Comprehensive 
Plan's Future Land Use Map as appropriate for “Urban Residential” uses. The future 
land use category description states: 

The purpose of this land use category is to provide opportunities for urban 
density housing in areas that are most readily served by urban infrastructure and 
services. This category is intended for areas that are currently served by 
Alexandria Area Sanitary Sewer District (ALASD) infrastructure or are within 
the identified future service area of ALASD. Within these areas, new residential 
development will be reviewed to ensure that the proposed density, dimensions, 
and layout of lots will allow for the efficient use of public infrastructure and the 
cost-effective provision of public services. A gross urban density of two to three 
dwelling units per acre or higher is intended for these areas. Proposed 
subdivisions that would create oversized lots would be reviewed to allow for a 
transition to urban densities of housing in an orderly and efficient manner. This 
may be accomplished through ghost platting, conservation subdivision designs 
that cluster homes on urban-sized lots, provision of urban sewer or road 
infrastructure at the time of development, or by other appropriate means. 

Typical “lot-block” or “conservation” subdivision designs are both considered 
appropriate in these areas. Where sensitive or unique natural or cultural 
resources, such as wetlands, shoreland, etc. are present, a conservation 
subdivision design with lower densities that protects these resources may be 
required. Long-term commercial/industrial uses that are incompatible with 
residential uses should not be allowed in this district. 

The proposed use of the property is, and would remain, single-family residential, which is 
consistent with the intended use of land in the Urban Residential future land use category. 

 The use will not create a traffic hazard or congestion:  
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Yes. The only congestion that may occur would be due to construction and demolition 
activities, which will be temporary in nature and not unusual for what may occur from time 
to time on other residential properties. 

7. The use will conform to the applicable zoning regulations, including any dimensional 
restrictions the regulations may impose on buildings or uses:  

Yes. The applicant will need to meet all applicable setbacks, height restrictions and other 
requirements of the ordinance. The existing home would need to be torn down or 
otherwise come into compliance with the Zoning Ordinance on a timeline to be set by 
the Planning Commission.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING #2 

Application: Conditional use permit to operate an automotive repair shop. 

Applicant: Shane Bay 

Property Owner: Quitmeyer/Anthony J / Lambert F & Helen J Feda    

 

� Proposal: The applicant is proposing to operate an automotive repair shop out of a portion of the 
existing building on the property that they would lease from the property owner. The remainder of 
the building would continue to be used by the owner of the property for his paint contracting 
business. 

The applicant states that he would not have storage outdoors, except for cars waiting to be repaired 
or to be picked up. He has also stated a desire to display several miscellaneous items from time to 
time for sale on the property – such as small engine items or trailers. He states that there would be 
no body work and no storing of parts or inoperable vehicles outside and that as a one-man shop he 
would not have large numbers of vehicles waiting for pickup or repair at any one time. 

� Location: 
1. Property address: 3505 CO RD 82 SE,  
2. Sec/Twp/Range: 22-128-37 
3. Parcel number(s): 03-1776-000  

� Zoning:  CU Commercial Urban/Shoreland Residential, Geneva Lake (General Development lake) 

 

Planning Commission Recommendation: Based on the findings of fact and discussion listed elsewhere 
in this report, the Planning Commission, on unanimous vote, recommends approval of the requested 
application, with the following conditions of approval: 

1. A maximum of 20 items (with wheels or an engine) may be stored outdoors in an unenclosed or 
unscreened manner.  These shall include items for sale, those waiting to be repaired and those 
waiting to be picked up after repair. 

2. That all signage shall be in accordance with the requirements of the Township Zoning 
Ordinance. 
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3. That all hazardous wastes shall be properly handled and disposed of, in accordance with any 
local, state or federal regulations. 

4. Hours of operation to be Monday – Friday, from 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. and on Saturdays from 7 a.m. – 
1 p.m.. 

 

Town Board Direction: The Town Board can accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission, 
render a modified decision on the application, or send the request back to the Planning Commission for 
further review if additional information is needed. 
 

Proposed Findings of Fact: The following findings of fact are presented by Staff for consideration by 
the Town Board, as recommended by the Planning Commission: 
 

1. The use will not create an excessive burden on existing parks, schools, streets and other 
public facilities and utilities which serve or are proposed to serve the area:  

Yes. No additional burden on parks or schools would be expected because it will 
involve a business that would not generate more students or burden on local school or 
utilities. The use would not generate significant sewage treatment demands that would 
overly burden the sewer system, so long as hazardous or flammable wastes are properly 
handled. 

2. The use will be sufficiently compatible or separated by distance or screening from 
adjacent agricultural or residentially zoned or used land so that existing homes will not 
be depreciated in value and there will be no deterrence to development of vacant land:  

Yes. The property abuts residentially-zoned property on the north across a public trail. 
Land across the County Road to the south is also used residentially, although there is 
heavy tree cover directly across the road that somewhat blocks the view. The overall use 
and appearance of the property, however, would not be expected to be significantly 
different than what has occurred in the past and as such will not depreciate the value of 
existing homes or deter development of vacant land in the area. 

3. The structure and site shall have an appearance that will not have an adverse effect upon 
adjacent residential properties:  

Yes. Note discussion in #2 above. The main impact visually would be the exterior 
storage of vehicles waiting for repair, to be picked up, or just being stored, which will 
not be more impact than what has been allowed in the past on this property. 

4. The use in the opinion of the Town Board is reasonably related to the overall needs of the 
Township and to the existing land use:  

Yes. The Township has a general desire to support the use of property for commercial 
uses when appropriately located and zoned. This property is zoned and auto repair is 
allowed as a conditional use. 

5. The use is consistent with the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance and the purposes of the 
zoning district in which the applicant intends to located the proposed use:  

Yes. The area of the proposed development has been zoned as "Commercial – Urban (C-
U)": 
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The Commercial – Urban district is intended to provide opportunities for 
commercial uses that are best located in areas providing urban services, such as 
centralized sewer treatment and urban streets. Examples of such uses include 
those that generate high-strength or problem wastes not typically found in 
residential wastewater, those generating large amounts of wastewater, or 
facilities that discharge chemical or other non-organic wastes in amounts not 
suitable for treatment in an individual sewage treatment system. Areas chosen 
for this district are located along state highways at intersections with county or 
township roads capable of handling additional traffic and within current public 
sewer district service areas.  

The proposed use would be a commercial business consistent with the expectations of 
the zoning ordinance for this zoning district. 

6. The use is in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan of the Township:  

Yes. The area of the proposed development has been identified in the Comprehensive 
Plan's Future Land Use Map as appropriate for "Urban Residential" uses. The future 
land use category description states: 

The purpose of this land use category is to provide opportunities for urban 
density housing in areas that are most readily served by urban infrastructure and 
services. This category is intended for areas that are currently served by 
Alexandria Area Sanitary Sewer District (ALASD) infrastructure or are within 
the identified future service area of ALASD. Within these areas, new residential 
development will be reviewed to ensure that the proposed density, dimensions, 
and layout of lots will allow for the efficient use of public infrastructure and the 
cost-effective provision of public services. A gross urban density of two to three 
dwelling units per acre or higher is intended for these areas. Proposed 
subdivisions that would create oversized lots would be reviewed to allow for a 
transition to urban densities of housing in an orderly and efficient manner. This 
may be accomplished through ghost platting, conservation subdivision designs 
that cluster homes on urban-sized lots, provision of urban sewer or road 
infrastructure at the time of development, or by other appropriate means. 

Typical "lot-block" or "conservation" subdivision designs are both considered 
appropriate in these areas. Where sensitive or unique natural or cultural 
resources, such as wetlands, shoreland, etc. are present, a conservation 
subdivision design with lower densities that protects these resources may be 
required. Long-term commercial/industrial uses that are incompatible with 
residential uses should not be allowed in this district. 

The proposed business is not directly consistent with the desired future use of the area, but the 
current zoning does continue to allow for commercial uses – and specifically for auto repair as a 
conditional use permit. Until or unless the zoning of the property is changed, the continued use 
of the property for commercial purposes is to be expected. 

7. The use will not create a traffic hazard or congestion:  

Yes. The use of the property for a small auto repair business would not create significant 
additional traffic beyond what has historically occurred on the property. 
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8. The use will conform to the applicable zoning regulations, including any dimensional 
restrictions the regulations may impose on buildings or uses:  

Yes. The applicant will need to meet all applicable screening, sign, setback, height 
restrictions and other requirements of the ordinance. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING #3 

Application: Ordinance amendments relating to accessory structure regulations and 
private/vacation home rental use in all zoning districts. Proposed amendments 
follow the recent adoption of similar amendments by Douglas County and would 
amend the size, height and other restrictions relating to detached accessory 
structures, and institute requirements for allowing private/vacation rental of 
homes as either a permitted or conditional use. 

Applicant: Alexandria Township 

 

� Proposal: Douglas County has, in the past year, adopted several changes to their Zoning 
Ordinances. Two of these changes relate to the regulation of detached accessory buildings and the 
use of (typically) single-family homes as vacation rentals. 

Generally, the changes the county made to the accessory building regulations made the 
requirements less restrictive than they were previously. Accessory buildings were allowed to be 
larger and taller as lot size increased. 

The County regulations regarding vacation rental of homes were entirely new and allows vacation 
rental as a permitted use subject to limitations on the number of guests and other factors. When a 
landowner wants to exceed certain of those limits (i.e. more than the allowed number of guests), 
they are required to obtain a conditional use permit. 

The Township's Zoning Subcommittee has met regarding these two items and recommended 
adoption of the accessory building regulations with one change – lowering the maximum allowed 
sidewall height for detached accessory buildings on lots between 2.51 and 5 acres from 16 feet to 14 
feet. 

The Zoning Subcommittee recommended adopting the County regulations regarding vacation 
rentals as they were adopted by the County, with the intent of seeing how they work and possibly 
reviewing them in the future for potential amendments. 

The Planning Commission's recommendation, which differs from that of the Zoning Subcommittee, 
is outlined below. 

 

Planning Commission Recommendation: The Planning Commission, on unanimous vote, 
recommends approval of both proposed ordinance amendments, with necessary edits to terminology 
refer to Alexandria Township zoning districts rather than Douglas County zoning districts. The 
recommended language, with those edits, is attached. (Note: The Zoning Subcommittee's 
recommendation to be more restrictive on sidewall height than Douglas County's adopted language 
was not part of the Planning Commission's recommendation to the Town Board; the Planning 
Commission is recommending the same regulations as in the County's ordinance). 

Page 7 of 8



 

 

 

 

Town Board Direction: The Town Board can accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission, 
render a modified decision on the application, or send the request back to the Planning Commission for 
further review if additional information is needed. 

 
************************************************************************************ 

If you have questions or concerns on the items in this report or any other issues, please do not hesitate 
to contact us. You can reach me by email at oleson@hometownplanning.com or by phone at 320-759-
1560. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
HOMETOWN PLANNING 

 
Ben Oleson 
Planning and Zoning Administrator 
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standards of this ordinance. Performance standards applicable to uses in all zoning districts 
are given in Section V. 

 
ACCESSORY USES Accessory uses, buildings and structures customarily 

incidental and directly related to the uses allowed as 
permitted, interim or conditional uses are permitted in all 

districts. 

 
 

AGRICULTURAL USES RCR RR UR RS CS C-U C-R I 

Agricultural; limited, however, to 
plant husbandry and sale of plants 
and produce. 

A A A A A A A A 

Limited livestock raising of 0.5 
animal units per acre up to 49 a.u. 
(pasture) 

A A IU IU IU IU IU IU 

Limited livestock raising of more 
than 0.5 animal units per acre 
(pasture) 

IU IU IU IU IU IU IU IU 

Animal Feedlot X X X X X X X X 

Other uses of the same general 
character as those listed above, 
provided they are deemed fitting or 
compatible to the district by the 
Planning Commission 

IU IU IU IU IU IU IU IU 

Key: A = Allowed, no permit required; P = A use allowed, but which may require a land use permit; CU = 
A use requiring a Conditional Use Permit; IU = A use requiring an Interim Use Permit; X = not permitted. 

 

RESIDENTIAL USES RCR RR UR RS CS C-U C-R I 

Dwelling         

Single Family P P P P CU CU CU CU 

Second single family on a parcel 
(permanent) 

X X X X X X X X 

Second single family on a parcel  

(temporary)6 

IU IU IU IU IU IU IU IU 

Multi-Family  

(2 units) 

X X CU X  X CU CU CU 

Multi-Family  

(3-4 units) 

X X CU X X CU CU CU 

Multi-Family  

(5+ units) 

X X CU X X CU CU CU 

For security persons and their 
families located on the premises 

where they are employed 

X X X X X IU IU IU 

Guest Cottage (riparian lots only) X X X CU CU X X X 

                         

6 Added 8/4/2014 (Resolution #14-02) 
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Private/Vacation Home Rental 
(meeting occupancy and capacity 
standards) 

P P P P N/A P P CU 

Private/Vacation Home Rental 
(exceeding overnight guests 
capacity) 

CU CU CU CU N/A P P CU 

Private/Vacation Home Rental 
(exceeding property capacity) 

CU CU CU CU N/A CU CU CU 

Travel Trailers/ Campers/ 
Recreational Vehicles (1 per lot) 

A A A A A X X X 

Keeping of Animals (as per 

Section V.V of this ordinance)7 

A IU IU IU IU A A A 

Home Occupations, Low Activity8 P P P P P X X X 

Home Occupations, Moderate 
Activity88 

IU IU IU IU IU X X X 

Home Occupations, High 
Activity88 

IU IU X X IU X X X 

Controlled Access Lot X X X CU 
(X in 
RS-
NES 
distri

ct) 

CU 
(X in 
RS-
NES 
distri

ct) 

X X X 

Bed and Breakfast Facilities CU CU CU CU CU X X X 

Planned Unit Developments – 
Residential (RS District)9 

X X X CU CU X X X 

Planned Unit Development – 
Single-Family10 

X X CU X X X X X 

Planned Unit Development – 
Multi-Family11 

X X CU X X CU X CU 

Rural Reserve Development CU CU X X X X X X 

Other uses of the same general 
character as those listed above, 
provided they are deemed fitting or 
compatible to the district by the 
Planning Commission 

IU IU IU IU IU IU IU IU 

Key: A = Allowed, no permit required; P = A use allowed, but which may require a land use permit; CU = 
A use requiring a Conditional Use Permit; IU = A use requiring an Interim Use Permit; X = not permitted. 

 

COMMERCIAL USES  RCR RR UR RS CS C-U C-R I 

Adult Uses X X X X X X X CU 

Auto Repair  IU X X X X CU CU CU 

                         

7 Added 5/21/2012 (Resolution #12-05) 
8 Amended 3/21/2011 (Resolution #11-02) 
9 Amended 5/21/2007 (Resolution #07-06) 
10 Amended 5/21/2007 (Resolution #07-06) 
11 Amended 5/21/2007 (Resolution #07-06) 
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g. Permitted concrete and bituminous storage/recycling facilities shall be subject to 

an annual administrative review by the Zoning Administrator.  This review shall 
not require payment of a fee. 

 
J. ACCESSORY BUILDING 
 

To provide a higher development standard and to control the size and number of accessory 
buildings in a residential setting.  This section shall be applicable to all parcels of land within the 
Urban Residential64 or shoreland districts that contain five acres or less. 
 
1. General Provisions.65 

  a. No detached accessory structure shall be utilized for human habitation unless 
specifically approved as a guest cottage. 

  b. A garage not exceeding 1200 square feet shall be considered an integral part of 
the principal building if it is attached to the principal building by a common 
sidewall and shares a common foundation. As such, an attached garage is not 
included as an accessory building and is exempt from the provisions in this 
subsection. 

cb. The floor area of all accessory structures shall not exceed 1500 square feet total. 
Semi-enclosed or roofed structures, such as attached lean-tos, gazebos, screen 
porches/patios or other similar structures shall be considered accessory structures 
or part thereof for the purposes of this section.66  

c. A garage not more than Up to 12001600 square feet shall be considered an 
integral part of a dwelling, and not an accessory building or part thereof, if it is 
attached to the dwelling or is connected to it by a covered passageway. Up to 300 
additional square feet may be included as part of an attached garage but the square 
feet exceeding 1600 shall be subtracted from the allowable amount of accessory 
building in the table below.of an attached garage shall not count against the 1500 
square foot limit. 

d. No permit shall be issued for the construction of more than two (2) accessory 
storage buildings, even if the total allowable square footage (1500 square feet) 
has not previously been exceeded. 

e. The maximum sidewall height of a detached accessory building shall not exceed 
twelve (12) feet.  

f. The roof pitch of a detached accessory building is not to exceed 6/12. For roof 
styles other than pitched roofs, the peak of the roof shall not be greater than 20 
feet. 

gd. Unpainted Ggalvanized surfaces shall be prohibited on all accessory buildings. 

e. In shoreland areas only: 

                         

64 Amended 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09) 
65 Amended 3/21/2011 (Resolution #11-02), Amended 8/4/2014 (Resolution #14-02) 
66 Amended 12/17/2007 (Resolution #07-20) 
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i. No detached accessory building shall be over one story in height. For the 
purposes of this requirement, at a minimum, any area with a floor truss is defined 
as a story. No detached accessory building shall have a basement or other sub-
grade level in addition to a main floor level. 

ii. Dormers within the roof of a detached accessory building shall not exceed 
three (3) feet in width and there shall not be more than three (3) dormers per side 
of the roof. 

iii. There shall not be any direct exterior access to or from the attic or other 
upper level storage area of a detached accessory building. 

iv. Attic or other storage areas within the rafters of a roof shall be accessed 
only by attic ladders or pull-down stairways if the storage areas is fully separated 
from the main level. This requirement shall not apply to lofted or other storage 
areas that are open to the main level. 

f. In non-shoreland areas: 

i. A detached accessory building may have a second level provided that 
such second level is contained completely within the roof rafters. 

h. No detached accessory structure shall be over one story in height. For the 
purposes of this requirement, any area with a floor truss is defined as a story. 

i. Any area within the rafters of the roof shall not be used for anything other than 
storage and shall not contain any windows or otherwise be designed as living 
space. 

 

2.  Dimensional Limits 

The maximum dimensions of detached accessory buildings shall be no greater than 
as listed in the following table: 

Lot Size: Maximum 

footprint 

(individually 

or 

combined): 

Maximum 

sidewall 

height: 

Maximum roof pitch: Maximum 

number per 

parcel: Shoreland Non- 

Shoreland 

0 – 60,000 
sq ft 

1,500 sq ft 12 feet* 6/12 No limit** 2 

60,001 sq ft 
– 2.5 acres 

2,400 sq ft 14 feet* 6/12 No limit** 3 

2.51 – 5 
acres 

3,200 sq ft 16 feet* 8/12 No limit** 4 

Greater than 
5 acres 

No limit** No limit** No limit** No limit** No limit** 

* For roof styles other than gable roofs, the peak of the roof shall not be greater in height than what 

would be achieved with the highest allowable roof pitch and sidewall in the table above. 

**Subject to other applicable ordinance limitations, such as overall height limits and impervious 

coverage limits. 
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located, as measured from the nearest point of the hive to the property line, the 
beekeeper shall establish and maintain a flyway barrier at least six (6) feet in 
height. The flyway barrier may consist of a wall, fence, dense vegetation or 
combination thereof, such that bees will fly over rather than through the material 
to reach the colony. If a flyway barrier of dense vegetation is used, the initial 
planting may be four (4) feet in height, so long as the vegetation normally reaches 
six (6) feet in height or higher. The flyway barrier must continue parallel to the 
apiary lot line for at least ten (10) feet in either direction from the hive, or contain 
the hive or hives in an enclosure at least six feet in height. A flyway barrier is not 
required if the property adjoining the apiary lot line is undeveloped or is 
recreational land with no horse or foot trails located within 25 feet of the apiary 
lot line. 

b. No person is permitted to keep more than the following numbers of colonies on 
any lot within the Township, based upon the size or configuration of the apiary 
lot. 

a. 0 – 0.5 acres – 2 colonies 

b. 0.51 acres – 0.75 acres – 4 colonies 

c. 0.76 acres – 1 acre – 6 colonies 

d. 1.1 acres – 5 acres – 8 colonies 

e. Larger than 5 acres – no restriction 

c. Regardless of lot size, so long as all lots within a radius of at least 200 feet from 
any hive, measured from any point on the front of the hive, remain undeveloped, 
there shall be no limit to the number of colonies. No grandfathering rights shall 
accrue under this subsection. 

d. If the beekeeper serves the community by removing a swarm or swarms of honey 
bees from locations where they are not desired, the beekeeper shall not be 
considered in violation of the portion of this ordinance limiting the number of 
colonies if he temporarily houses the swarm on the apiary lot in compliance with 
the standards of practice set out in this ordinance for no more than thirty (30) days 
from the date acquired. 

5. Inspection 

A designated Township official shall have the right to inspect any apiary for the purpose 
of ensuring compliance with this ordinance between 8am and 5pm once annually upon 
prior notice to the owner of the apiary property, and more often upon complaint without 
prior notice. 

6. Presumed Colony/Hive Value 

For the purpose of enforcing Township ordinances against destruction of property, each 
colony/hive shall be presumed to have a value of $275. 

 

U. Private/Vacation Home Rental 

1.        Purpose and intent 

a)   Alexandria Township and the Alexandria Area have a long history as a tourism 
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and recreational destination. Private/vacation home rentals appear to benefit 
Alexandria Township economically in the areas of tourism and real estate. However, 
the use of residential properties for short-term vacation rental can have a negative 
impact on neighbors. The Alexandria Township Board of Supervisors makes the 
following findings  concerning private/vacation home rentals: 

(1)     Private/vacation rentals provide primarily economic benefits to the 
community that may be realized through tourism revenue, increased sales 
of vacation properties, increased property values, improved maintenance of 
properties, all contributing to a greater property tax base. 

(2)     Some behavior of tenants using private/vacation rentals can impact 
neighboring residents with disruptive or annoying noise; traffic, congestion, 
and inappropriate parking; and unknowing or purposeful trespass. 

(3)     Frequent and continuous short-term rental use may affect health 
and safety of communities through impacts on air quality from 
campfires, over-use of septic systems, and risky or illegal behaviors. 

(4)     Inconsistent management, lack of rental policies, and limited 
communications between owners/managers and renters, neighbors, and 
regulators can exacerbate issues. 

(5)     Laws, statutes, and rules that control noise, parking, and trespass 
have not been widely adopted at the county or township level, and at the 
state level are largely aimed at criminal activity rather than recurring 
nuisances. 

(6)     State and county regulations exist to address health and safety 
concerns related to short-term lodging, but  definitions has previously 
exempted private/vacation home rental from the requirements. 

b)       The intent of these proposed amendments to the zoning ordinance is to allow 
the use of private/vacation home rentals in appropriate zoning districts, but establish 
standards with the intent of mitigating or eliminating potential impacts to the health, 
safety, general wellbeing of neighboring property owners and tenants.  Specifically the 
amendments are intended to: 

(1)  Establish basic performance standards for health and safety, and 
controls to address nuisance issues, that can be enforced through the 
licensing of private/vacation home rental properties. 

(2)     Require licensing of private/vacation home rentals to address most 
health, safety, capacity, and sanitation issues specific to this use. 

(3)     Establish rental management standards that require owners or managers 
to be informed and locally available, as well as to proactively communicate 
with renters, neighbors, county and township agencies to ensure the vacation 
rental is operated in compliance with state and local regulations while 
maintaining a positive relationship with neighboring homeowners. 

(4)     Hold rental property owners and managers responsible for guest 
conduct through clearly defined enforcement measures, the severity of 
which should increase with the documentation of repeated violations. 

2.        License/Permits 
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a)   All uses that meet the definition of private/vacation home rental in this ordinance 
shall be licensed by the County (Horizon Public Health) for each year in which the 
rental use occurs and shall meet all requirements of the applicable sections of the 
Douglas County Lodging Ordinance. 

b)   License holder must post the current license number on all advertisements or web-
based reservation service pages. 

c)    The following information shall be submitted to Horizon Public Health annually 
with the license application: 

(1)     Name and contact information for the local contact per subpart 4.a 
below. 

(2)     The aerial image of property and features per subpart 4.c(4) below. 

(3)     A current State/County/Township septic compliance inspection form 
showing the system to be compliant, if one is present. 

d)   A conditional use permit shall be required for private/vacation home rental 
where: 

(1)     There is more than one rental unit on a parcel and/or where two (2) or 
more Private/vacation home rentals are on contiguous parcels under common 
ownership (including immediate family members). 

(2)     The overnight guest occupancy in subpart 3.d will be exceeded. 

(3)     Events exceed the maximum capacity of persons on the property as set 
forth in subpart 3.g. 

3.        General requirements 

a)   Noise levels shall not exceed the standards established in MN Rules, chapter 
7030, or successor rules. Noise levels shall not exceed 50 dB for more than 30 
minutes, as measured at the property line of the rental property, between the hours of 
10 pm and 7 am. 

b)   Parking shall meet the standards listed in Section V, subpart E of the zoning 
ordinance and: 

(1)  Public streets and rights-of-way shall not be used for parking of  trailers 
or overnight parking of vehicles by tenants. 

(2)    On-site vehicle parking shall be on a designated improved surface (gravel, 
class-5, asphalt, concrete, pavers) 

(3)    Trailer parking shall be designated and meet setback requirements below. 

(4)    Designated parking shall be set-back 10-ft from property boundaries. 

c)     The boundaries of the rental property shall be visually demarcated by signs, a 
fence, vegetation, landscaping, or other method as approved by the Zoning 
Administrator. 

d)    Overnight guest occupancy is the maximum number of overnight guests allowed 
at a private/vacation home rental without a conditional use permit. Overnight guest 
occupancy shall not exceed the lesser of the following limits unless a conditional use 
permit has been granted to do so: 
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(1)    Three (3) overnight guests per bedroom. 

(2)    For a rental property with an individual septic treatment system 
considered to be substandard under Section VI, the maximum number of 
overnight guests shall not exceed the total treatment capacity of the system in 
gallons per day divided by 75 gallons per overnight guest. (i.e.; 450gal/day / 
75gal = 6 overnight guests) 

(3)    Not more than a total of 12 overnight guests unless a conditional use 
permit has been issued where such a use is conditionally permitted. 

e)     The use of detached or temporary sleeping accommodations such as RVs, tents, 
fish-houses, campers or others to increase the overnight guest capacity shall be 
prohibited. 

f)     Not more than one private/vacation home rental unit shall be allowed on a 
parcel. More than one rental unit on the same parcel or single units on contiguous 
parcels under common ownership shall require a conditional use permit where the use 
is conditionally permitted. 

g)    The property capacity is the total number of overnight guests and visitors allowed 
to be present on the property at any given time. The property capacity shall not exceed 
the following thresholds unless a conditional use permit has been granted as per 
subpart 2.d above: 

(1)     Two times (2x) the overnight guest occupancy for properties where 
neighboring dwellings are 200 ft or less from the rental dwelling or the 
property is less than 2 acres in area. 

(2)     Three times (3x) the overnight guest occupancy for properties where 
neighboring dwellings are more than 200 ft from the rental dwelling and the 
property is 2 acres or greater in area 

4.        Rental Property Management and Notifications 

a)     The rental owner, operator, or manager shall designate a local contact who meets 
the following requirements: 

(1)     Is available 24 hours/day, seven days per week. 

(2)     Can respond by phone within 60 minutes and in-person within 120 
minutes of notification. 

(3)     Has administrative authority over the property and guests. 

(4)     Has knowledge of the vacation rental unit, the property, rental and 
County/Township rules, standards, and procedures. 

b)    The rental owner, operator, or manager shall provide the name and phone 
number of the contact in subpart a) above to the Township at the time of licensing 
and to all property owners within 200 ft of the rental property boundary.  Any 
change of contact or contact information shall be noticed as above to the Township 
and neighbors within 10 days of the change. 

c)     The following information shall be posted within the rental unit in a 
prominent location so as to be easily visible and read by the guests: 

(1)     The full name and phone number of the owner or operator 
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(2)     The full name and phone number of the local contact person or local 
management agent 

(3)     Local emergency contact information (police, fire, ambulance, septic 
maintainer) 

(4)     Aerial image of the property clearly showing property boundaries, 
parking areas, shore recreational facilities, garbage receptacles, septic 
treatment system. 

(5)     The maximum number of overnight guests and total guest capacity of the 
property. 

(6)     The maximum number of parking spaces. 

(7)     Any applicable County or township ordinances governing noise, parking, 
pets, or lakes (AIS laws, water surface zoning). 

(8)     A copy of the Douglas County Good Neighbor Brochure. 

d)      The total permitted overnight guest occupancy and the total number of persons 
permitted on the property shall be included on all advertisements or web-based 
reservation service pages. 

e)      Prior to occupancy, the owner, operator, or manager shall: 

(1)    Obtain the full name, address, and vehicle license plate information from 
the person renting the property. 

(2)    Record the number of guests and dates of the rental. 

(3)    Require the guest(s) to formally acknowledge responsibility for the 
compliance by all tenants or guests with the applicable laws, rules, and 
ordinances pertaining to vacation rentals in Alexandria Township. 

(4)    Maintain a copy of the above records for one year and make available to 
the Township upon request. 

5.        Sanitation 

a)      The private/vacation home rental shall be served by central sanitary sewer 
(ALASD) or be connected to a compliant individual septic treatment system (ISTS). If 
connected to an ISTS, the following shall be required: 

(1)      A current compliance inspection showing the system to be in 
compliance with State and local requirements shall be submitted with the 
application for license with Horizon Public Health.
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(2)  An operating permit shall be required by the Township 

(3)     The ISTS shall be pumped not less than annually and records shall be 
submitted to the Township before the end of the calendar year. 

b)      Garbage, refuse, or recycling shall be stored completely enclosed within 
designated refuse containers.  The owner or operator of the rental unit shall provide 
sufficient trash storage containers and service to accommodate the demand of the 
occupants. 
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BEDROOM – a part of the inside of a private/vacation home that is divided from other areas by 
walls and a doorway and that has its own floor and ceiling that is furnished primarily as sleeping 
quarters, containing a bed or furniture that can convert to a bed, and having more than one egress. 
 

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPs)- means erosion and sediment control and water 
quality management practices that are the most effective and practicable means of controlling, 
preventing, and minimizing degradation of surface water, including avoidance of impacts, 
construction-phasing, minimizing the length of time soil areas are exposed, prohibitions, and other 
management practices published by state or designated area-wide planning agencies. 
 
BLOCK - That property abutting on one side of a street and lying between the two nearest intersecting 
or intercepting streets or railroad right-of-way or unsubdivided acreage.  An area of land consisting of 
one or more lots, which is bounded by rights-of-way, another subdivision, a river, lake or combination 
thereof.  
 
BLUFF - A topographic feature such as a hill, cliff, or embankment having the following 
characteristics (an area with an average slope of less than eighteen (18) percent over a distance for fifty 
(50) feet or more shall not be considered part of the bluff): 

A. Part or all of the feature is located in a shoreland area. 

B. The slope rises at least twenty-five (25) feet above the ordinary high water level of the water 
body. 

C. The grade of the slope from the toe of the bluff to a point twenty-five (25) feet or more above 
the ordinary high water level averages thirty (30) percent or greater. 

D. The slope must drain toward the water body. 
 
BLUFF IMPACT ZONE - A bluff and land located within thirty (30) feet from any part of a bluff. 
 
BUFFER - Unused parcel of land between adjoining property and kept in a sightly manner. 
 
BUILDABLE AREA -  The area of a lot which is sufficient to accommodate the construction of water 
supply systems, sewage treatment systems, buildings, driveways and other customary improvements 
to a lot, while still providing for adequate setbacks. Buildable area shall not include land below the 
ordinary high water level of a waterbody, wetlands, bluffs, non-buildable easements, minimum yard 
setbacks, buildable portions of land that are non-contiguous to each other, or when the Town Board106 
otherwise determines that an area is unsuitable for proposed or likely improvements. Buildable areas 
must include sufficient area for two standard sewer systems. An area shall not be considered in the 
calculation of buildable area if it is not at least fifty (50) feet in width and length. 
 

BUILDING - Any structure or appurtenance which is built for the support, shelter or enclosure of 
persons, animals, chattels, or property of any kind.  This shall include manufactured housing.  
 

                         

106 Amended 12/17/2007 (Resolution #07-20) 
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FISH HOUSE AND/OR DARK HOUSE108,109 - A shelter/structure that is designed for angling or 
spearing on the ice and that is no larger than 240 square feet or 10 feet in height. Such structures, if not 
licensed by the State of Minnesota or other local government, if in excess of the size and height 
limitations, or if affixed to any kind of foundation in a permanent or semi-permanent manner (not 
easily moved for use) shall be considered an accessory structure for the purposes of this ordinance. 
 
FLAG LOT – a parcel of land shaped like a flag and flag pole; the staff or pole being a narrow strip 
of land not meeting the minimum width requirement and which may provide vehicular and pedestrian 
access to a street, and the flag being the portion of the lot located primarily to the rear of other lots. 
 
FLOOR AREA -  The sum of the gross horizontal area of all floors/levels of a building/structure. 
 
FOOTPRINT – The area on a surface covered by something. 
 
GARAGE - A building or structure, or part thereof, used or designed to be used for the parking and 
storage of vehicles and equipment.  A space within a building shall be considered part of the dwelling 
space, and not the attached garage, if it shares a wall with the dwelling, is separated by a full wall from 
the garage portion, and is not accessible from the outside by an overhead door or other opening 7 feet 
in width or greater. 
 

GARBAGE - Discarded material resulting from the handling, processing, storage, preparation, serving 
and consumption of food. 
 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR - The party who signs the construction contract with the owner to 
construct the project described in the final plans and specifications.  Where the construction project 
involves more than one contractor, the general contractor will be the party responsible for managing 
the project on behalf of the owner.  In some cases, the owner may be the general contractor.  In these 
cases, the owner may contract an individual as the operator who would become the Co-Permittee. 
 
GOOD NEIGHBOR BROCHURE – A brochure to be given to guests that includes a summary of 
the County’s regulations relating to private/vacation  home rentals; local rules or ordinances related to 
lakes, aquatic invasive species, and water use; and best practices for neighborly behavior. 
 

GRADE - The average of the finished levels at the center of the exterior walls of the building. 
 
GRADING - The movement of material to change a soil level. 
 
GUEST COTTAGE - A structure used as a dwelling unit that may contain sleeping spaces and 
bathroom facilities, but not housekeeping or cooking facilities, in addition to those provided in the 
primary dwelling unit on a lot.  A guest cottage shall be considered as an accessory structure in relation 
to overall square footage. 
 
HARDSHIP - Property in question cannot be put to a reasonable use if used under conditions allowed 
by the official controls.  The plight of the property owner is due to circumstances unique to the property 

                         

108 Amended 12/15/08 (Resolution #08-16) 
109 Amended 5/21/2012 ( Resolution #12-05) 
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LAND USE PERMIT - A permit for the erection and/or alteration of any structure controlled by this 
Ordinance issued to insure compliance with all requirements of this Ordinance. 
 

LANDING - A horizontal, unenclosed platform with or without attached railings, seats, trellises or 
other features not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area.  A landing is located at the top, bottom 
or between a flight of a stairway and should not be construed with the definition of a deck. 
 
LANDSCAPING - To arrange, improve, develop or decorate the natural vegetation or ground. 
 

LARGE RESORT CABIN – Resort cabins over seven hundred square feet and/or those serving as 
more than one dwelling unit. 
 
LICENSED MPCA PRACTITIONER - An individual or business which provides services 
described in Minn. R. chs. 7080 through 7082; or successor rules, and is licensed by the 
commissioner of the MPCA under the appropriate license category in Minn. R. chs. 7083.0720 to 
7083.0800; or successor rules, allowing the provision of those services. 
 

LIGHT MANUFACTURING - The manufacturing of parts. 
 

LIVESTOCK111 - Domestic animals typically kept for use on a farm or raised for sale and profit, to 
include cattle, sheep, swine, horses, mules, farmed cervidae (e.g. deer, elk, moose), llamas, ratitae (e.g. 
ostrich, emu), bison (buffalo), and goats. 
 
LODGING ESTABLISHMENT - Lodging establishment means a building, structure, enclosure, or 
any part thereof used as, maintained as, advertised as, or held out to be a place where sleeping 
accommodations are furnished to the public as regular roomers, for periods of one week or more, and 
having five or more beds to let to the public.   For the purpose of this ordinance,  lodging establishment 
shall also include boarding establishment, hotel, motel, private/vacation home rental, and resort. 
 

LOT - A parcel of land designated by plat, metes and bounds, registered land survey, auditors plat or 
other accepted means and separated from other parcels or portions by said description for the purpose 
of sale, lease or separation. 
 
LOT AREA - The gross lot area is the area of a horizontal plane bounded by the front, side, and rear 
lot lines, but not including any area occupied by the waters of a duly recorded lake or river. 
 

LOT, CORNER - A lot situated at the junction or abutting on two (2) or more intersecting streets; or 
a lot at the point of deflection in alignment on a single street, the interior angle of which is one hundred 
thirty-five (135) degrees or less. 
 

LOT COVERAGE - The area of a lot occupied by the principal buildings, accessory buildings and 
other areas that do not have natural vegetation. 
 

                         

111 Amended 5/21/2012 ( Resolution #12-05) 
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NRCS: - National Resources Conservation Service 
 

ON-SITE SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEM - A sewage treatment system, other than a public or 
community system, which receives sewage from an individual establishment.  Unless otherwise 
indicated, the word "system" as it appears in the Ordinance, means "individual sewage treatment 
system". 
 
OPERATOR - The person (usually the general contractor), designated by the owner, who has day to 
day operational control and/or the ability to modify project plans and specifications related to the 
SWPPP.  The person must be knowledgeable in those areas of the permit for which the operator is 
responsible, and must perform those responsibilities in a workmanlike manner. 
 
ORDINARY HIGH WATER LEVEL - The boundary of public waters and wetlands, and shall be 
an elevation delineating the highest water level which has been maintained for a sufficient period of 
time to leave evidence upon the landscape, commonly that point where the natural vegetation changes 
from predominantly aquatic to predominantly terrestrial.  For watercourses, the ordinary high water 
level is the elevation of the top of the bank of the channel.  For reservoirs and flowage, the ordinary 
high water level is the operating elevation of the normal summer pool. 
 
OTHER ESTABLISHMENTS - Any public or private structure other than a dwelling or a portion 
of a dwelling used for any business purpose that generates sewage that discharge to a SSTS. 
 

OUTDOOR STORAGE - The storage of goods, materials, equipment, manufactured products and 
similar items in an area not fully enclosed by a building. 
 
OVERNIGHT GUEST – a person that is boarding overnight at a private/vacation home rental, hotel, 
motel, bed and breakfast, or resort. 
 

OWNER - Any individual, firm, association, syndicate, partnership, corporation, trust, or other legal 
entity having sufficient property interest in a property to commence and maintain proceedings under 
this ordinance, or the owner of record. 
 

PARK TRAILER – A trailer that:  Does not exceed eight and one-half (8.5) feet in width but is no 
larger than four hundred (400) square feet when the collapsible components are fully extended or at 
maximum horizontal width that is licensed for over the road and that is used for temporary living 
quarters except that in planned unit developments only, the directives in Section V.K.1.f.(1) shall 
control. 
 
PARKING LOT - A suitably surfaced and permanently maintained area sufficient in size to store 
more than six (6) vehicles. 
 
PARKING SPACE, ON-SITE - An on-site parking space shall contain a minimum area of not less 
than three hundred (300) square feet, including access drives, a width of not less than eight and one-
half (8-1/2) feet and a depth of not less than twenty (20) feet.  Each space shall be adequately served 
by access drives. 
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PASTURE - Areas where grass or other growing plants are used as food for grazing.  A pasture shall 
be deemed a livestock feedlot, poultry lot, or other animal lot when the concentration of livestock, 
poultry or other animals is such that a vegetation cover is not maintained except in the immediate 
vicinity of temporary supplemental feeding or watering devices. 
 

PATIO – An open recreation area that is made out of any material within one foot of pre-existing 
grade. A patio may not have attached railings, trellises, seats or other features that extend more than 
one foot above pre-existing or natural grade. 
 
PERMANENT COVER - Final stabilization. Examples include grass, gravel, asphalt, and concrete. 
 
PERMITTEE - A person or persons, firm, or governmental agency or other institution that signs the 
application and is responsible for compliance with the terms and conditions of permit. 
 

PERSON - a natural person over the age of 5 years, that is patronizing, staying, or visiting a 
private/vacation home either as the renter of the facility or a guest of the renter; or an individual, firm 
partnership, association, or corporation or other entity including the United States government, any 
interstate body, the state, and any agency, department, or political subdivision of the state. 
 

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT - A type of development characterized by a unified site design 
for a number of residential and/or commercial dwelling units or dwelling sites on a parcel, whether for 
sale, rent or lease, and the provision of common open space. These developments may be organized 
and operated in a variety of ways, including as cluster subdivisions, conservation subdivisions, 
condominiums, time share condominiums, cooperatives, full fee ownership, any similar form of 
organization or ownership, or any combination of these. They also include the conversion of existing 
structures and land uses to these types of ownership structures and land use designs. 
 
PLAY HOUSE - permit required - considered an accessory structure. 
 

PRIVATE/VACATION HOME RENTAL – any home, cabin, condominium, bedroom or similar 
building that is advertised as, or held out to be a place where sleeping accommodations are furnished 
to the public on a nightly, weekly, or for less than a 30-day time period, and is not a bed and breakfast, 
resort, hotel or motel. 
 

PROPERTY LINE - The division between two (2) parcels of land, or between a parcel of land and 
the street or road. 
 
PROTECTED WATERS INVENTORY MAP - The official Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources map setting forth the inventoried waters and wetlands. 
 
PUBLIC WATERS - Any waters defined as: 

A. Waterbasins assigned a shoreland management classification by the commissioner under 
Sections 103F.201 to 103F.221, except wetlands less than 80 acres in size that are classified as 
natural environment lakes; 

B. Waters of the state that have been finally determined to be public waters or navigable waters 
by a court of competent jurisdiction; 
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(6.) Tin and steel cans; 

(7.) Metals and Scrap Metals, including iron, steel, copper; 

(8.) Motor oil; 

(9.) Plastic; 

(10.) Antifreeze; 

(11.) Wood; 

 
RECYCLING FACILITY120,121 – A facility designed and operated to receive, store, or process 
recyclable material which has been separated at the source from all but residual solid waste. A recycling 
facility shall not include a compost plant, a hazardous waste recycling facility, an agricultural facility, 
a landfill, a solid waste transfer station or facilities where the reception, storage or processing of 
recyclable materials is clearly secondary to the primary use of the property or incidental in amount. 
 
REFUSE - Putrescible and non-putrescible solid wastes, including garbage, rubbish, ashes, incinerator 
ash, incinerator residue, street cleaning, market and industrial solid wastes, and including sewage 
treatment wastes which are in solid form. 
 
RESERVE PARCEL122 – A parcel of land set aside from development in a Rural Reserve 
Development, except in compliance with the requirements for Rural Reserve Developments. 
 
RESIDENCE/RESIDENTIAL USE – Any building or dwelling which includes, or is intended to 
include, sleeping spaces, cooking areas, eating areas and sanitation facilities so as to allow for human 
occupation.   When used in this ordinance, the word residential shall mean that a dwelling or building 
is being used as a residence. 
 

RESIDENTIAL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (Applicable within the Residential Shoreland 
(RS) district)123 - Use where the nature of residency is nontransient and the major or primary focus of 
the development is not service-oriented (i.e. residential apartments, manufactured home parks, time-
share condominiums, townhouses, cooperatives, and full fee ownership residences would be 
considered as residential planned unit developments.) 
 
RESIDENTIAL USE - Structure used or intended to be used wholly or principally for human 
habitation  

 

RESORT - One or more, together with accessory buildings, buildings available for rent or lease as a 
temporary residence to transient visitor and rented on a daily or weekly basis and used for the purpose 
of providing private recreational opportunities for guests.An establishment that includes buildings, 

                         

120 Added 12/15/08 (Resolution #08-16) 
121 Amended 3/21/2011 (Resolution #11-02) 
122 Added 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09) 
123 Amended 5/21/2007 (Resolution #07-06) 
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campgrounds, lodges, structures, dwelling units/sites, homes, enclosures or any part thereof kept, used, 
maintained or advertised as or held out to the public to be, a place where sleeping accommodations are 
furnished to the public and primarily to those seeking recreation, for periods of one (1) day, one 
(1) week, or longer, and having for rent two (2) or more homes, cabins, units, campsites or enclosures. 
All cabins, rooms, dwelling units/sites or enclosures must be included in the resort rental business. The 
entire parcel(s), lot(s), or tract(s) of land must be controlled and managed by the licensee. 
 
RESORT UNIT - One family occupying a single housekeeping unit and using common cooking 
facilities. 
 
RESTRICTIVE LAYER - Layer in the soil treatment system area as shown by redoximorphic 
features, altered structure, bedrock, or a geologic aquifer formation. 
 

RETAIL SALES AND SERVICE - Establishments which deal directly with the ultimate consumer 
for whom the goods or services are furnished. 
 
RIGHT OF WAY – The strip of land over which a public road is built, to include the entire area 
dedicated or set aside. 
 
RIPARIAN LOT - A tract of land located immediately adjacent to a lake, wetland, reservoir, 
watercourse or flowage. 
 

RUBBISH - Non-putrescible solid wastes, including ashes, consisting of both combustible and non-
combustible wastes, such as paper, cardboard, tin cans, yard clippings, wood, glass, bedding, crockery 
or litter of any kind. 
 
RURAL ROAD - A public road constructed with side slopes and ditches to provide for drainage and 
snow storage.  A rural road may include short isolated sections of curb and gutter without underground 
storm sewer. 
 
RURAL RESERVE DEVELOPMENT124 – A method of developing land that provides for 
reservation of land for future development or for the preservation of open space and clustering of 
individual lots.  
 

SATURATED SOIL - The highest seasonal elevation in the soil that is in a reduced chemical state 
because of soil voids being filled with water.  Saturated soil is evidenced by the presence of 
redoximorphic features or other information. 
 
SCRAP METAL - Scrap metal, other than abandoned motor vehicles; including, but not limited to, 
discarded metal in the form of machinery, appliances and motor vehicle parts. 
 
SEDIMENTS - Material of any kind that may run-off into a lake or public waterway. 
 
SEDIMENT CONTROL - The methods employed to prevent sediment from leaving the site.  
Sediment control practices include silt fences, sediment traps, earth dikes, drainage swales, check 

                         

124 Added 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09) 



 

Section 7 – Definitions Zoning Ordinance – Alexandria Township, Minnesota 
Effective August 2017 

 

201

dams, subsurface drains, pipe slope drains, storm drain inlet protection, and temporary or permanent 
sedimentation basins. 
 
SEMIPUBLIC USE - The use of land by a private, nonprofit organization to provide a public service 
that is ordinarily open to some persons outside the regular constituency of the organization. 
 
SENSITIVE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT - The preservation and management of areas 
unsuitable for development in their natural state due to constraints such as shallow soils over ground 
water or bedrock, highly erosive or expansive soils, steep slopes, susceptibility to flooding, or 
occurrence of flora or fauna in need of special protection. 
 
SETBACK - The minimum horizontal distance between a structure, sewage treatment system, or other 
facility and an ordinary high water level, sewage treatment system, top of a bluff, road, highway, 
property line, or other facility. 
 
SEWAGE - Waste from toilets, bathing, laundry or culinary activities or operations or floor drains 
associated with these sources, including household cleaners and other constituents in amounts normally 
used for domestic purposes. 
SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEM - A septic tank and soil treatment area or other individual or 
cluster type sewage treatment system as described and regulated in this Ordinance. 
 
SEWER PERMIT- A permit issued for new construction, replacement, alteration, or extension of an 
individual sewage treatment system or collector system.  
 
SEWER SYSTEM - Pipelines or conduits, pumping stations, and force main, and all other 
construction, devices, appliances, or appurtenances used for conducting sewage or industrial waste or 
other wastes to a point of ultimate disposal. 
 
SHORE IMPACT ZONE - Land located between the ordinary high water level of a public water and 
a line parallel to it at a setback of fifty (50) percent of the structure setback. 
 
SHORELAND - Land located within the following distances from public waters:  1000 feet from the 
ordinary high water level of a lake, pond, or flowage; and 300 feet from a river or stream, or the 
landward extent of a floodplain designated by Ordinance on a river or stream, whichever is greater.  
The limits of shorelands may be reduced whenever the waters involved are bounded by topographic 
divides which extend landward from the waters for lesser distances and when approved by the 
commissioner. 
 
SHORELAND ALTERATIONS - Grading and filling in shoreland areas or any alteration of the 
natural topography of a shoreland subject to the provisions of this Ordinance. 
 

SIDEWALL HEIGHT - The vertical distance between the lowest exposed floor and the point where 
the wall meets the roof truss.  Wall dormers, whose facial plane is integral with the facial plane of the 
wall that it is built into, shall be considered part of the sidewall height if they are greater than 4 feet 
in width. The lower portion of a “tuck-under” garage shall not be considered part of the sidewall 
height provided only one wall is more than 25% exposed and the exposed wall is no more than twice 
the allowable sidewall height. 
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SIDEWALL HEIGHT, ACCESSORY STRUCTURES125 – The vertical distance between the 
lowest ground level and the point where the wall meets the lowest roof truss. 
 
SIGN - Any device designed to inform or attract the attention of persons not on the premises on which 
the sign is located; provided, however, that the following shall not be included in the application of the 
regulations herein: 
 

A. Signs not exceeding one (1) square foot in area and bearing only property numbers, 
postal box numbers, names of occupants on premises or other identification of premises 
not having commercial connotations. 

B. Flags and insignia of any government except when displayed in connection with 
commercial promotion. 

C. Legal notices, identification, information or directional signs erected or required by 
governmental bodies. 

D. Integral decorative or architectural features of buildings, except letters, trademarks, 
moving parts or moving lights. 

E. Signs directing and guiding traffic, but bearing no advertising matter. 
F. Warning signs posted by public utilities. 

 
SIGN, ADVERTISING - A sign which directs attention to a business, commodity service, activity or 
entertainment not necessarily conducted, sold or offered upon the premises where such sign is located. 
 
SIGN, BILLBOARD126 - Sign structures that are periodically re-faced with paper or other form of 
regularly changing media, including electronic media. 
 
SIGN, FREESTANDING - A portable sign whose supporting structures are not embedded in the 
ground, affixed to a wall or side of a building or to a roof. 
 
SIGN, GROUND - A device whose supporting structures are embedded in the ground. 
 
SIGN, PROFESSIONAL - A sign which directs attention to a business or profession or to a 
commodity, service or entertainment sold or offered upon the premises where such sign is located. 
 

SIGN, ROOF - A device whose supporting structures are affixed to a roof. 
 
SIGN, SURFACE AREA OF - The entire area within a single continuous perimeter enclosing the 
extreme limits of the actual sign surface.  It does not include any structural elements outside the limits 
of such sign not forming an integral part of the display.  Only one side of a double-face or V-type sign 
structure shall be used in computing total surface area. 
 
SIGN, WALL - A device whose supporting structures are affixed to a wall or side of a building. 
 
SIGNIFICANT HISTORIC SITE - Any archaeological site, standing structure, or other property 
that meets the criteria for eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places or is listed in the State 

                         

125 Amended 8/4/2014 (Resolution #14-02) 
126 Amended 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09) 


